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To engage is to ‘be fully occupied with’
‘Boundary’ implies a barrier

Spanning is ‘facilitating passage’ across
‘boundaries’

Study Abroad programs involving international
collaboration spans cultural and other barriers
and facilitate more meaningful global
engagement while and enriching students’
learning experiences

International collaboration opportunities for
students equip them with valuable experiences
that will help them work more effectively,
comfortably and confidently in today’s
increasingly global workplace
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InterAational collaborative opportunity 1 {
TTU'students work together |
on an architectural design project
with students from
Universidad de las Americas (UDLA),
- Puebla,-Mexico

Caourse requires a field trip to Mexico in January 2007

For details see or email:
Professor Aranha, College of Architecture, TTU

INTRODUCTION

Study abroad offers students opportunities to study in
other parts of the world. |In Mmost cases short term
study abroad programs led by faculty and which
range from one to six weeks in duration are merely
trans- locations of the class room to a foreign location
where students although in another country have
very little or sometimes no meaningful interaction or
engagement at professional levels with local
communifies.

These ‘passive’, almost ‘tourist’ like, experiences can
be more engaging and more educational if they
involve ‘active’ professional, educational and
community interactions. These acftive interactions
can be accomplished by collaborations with
universities or educational organizations abroad.

Active global engagement as a learning experience
requires active interaction with the ‘other’ and can be
accomplished through carefully designed activities
such as workshops and class room group activities
pbetween US students and local students, faculty or
communities. abroad.

International academic collaborations  with
universities and educational organizations abroad
facilitate these types of interactions which and are
effective in overcoming the spanning of boundaries
such as language, cultural differences, culture shock,
etc. While abroad , students can be offered more
engaging learning experiences through activities
such as team work, joint  projects, classroom
dialogues, social interaction, hospitality exchanges,
efc. Collaborations are faculty inifiated and involve
faculty, students or communities in host institutions in
foreign countries. In doing so, even a short term study
abroad program can become an effective global
learning experience.

Students who participate in study abroad programs
iInvolving international collaborations learn a lot more
and at faster pace about their subject of study, while
they also gain exposure to interpersonal
communication skills, cooperation, develop
tolerance, acceptance and respect for difference.
These are skills that will equip them to work more
effectively, comfortably and confidently in tfoday’s
Increasingly global workplace.

This presentation describes three faculty led study
abroad opportunities designed and directed by the

author for architecture students at Texas Tech
University. They are all based upon International
Collaboration and span fthe space of three

continents — North America (Mexico)/ Europe (Spain)
and South Asia (Indiq)

The last part of this presentation is about the benefits
and opportunities of global engagement through
research, teaching, and the sharing of knowledge
and expertise offered to faculty by participation in
international collaborations offered such as the US
Fulbright Scholar Program. [t outlines the author’s
global engagement as Fulbright Grantee in Africa
(Zimbabwe & Ethiopia) and South Asia (India)

Architecture students return from India, share experiences in exhibit

Posted: Sunday, March 25, 2012 9:02 pm By Paige
Skinner Staff Writer

Ten Texas Tech students traveled to India for two weeks for an architec-

ture seminar. The result was an exhibit, “India: In Our Own Words and

Images.”

The 10 students went to the country to observe Indian life, culture and architecture. When they returned to the
classroom, they wrote essays about their first-hand experiences and observations.

The essays they wrote after the trip and the photographs they took while on the trip were shown in an exhibhit,
which opened at 4:30 p.m. Friday in the Architecture building.

Joe Aranha, a professor of architecture, said the trip was partially sponsored by the Rai Foundation, a
philanthropic organization in India. This was Aranha’s second time to take students to the southeast

nation.

He said he thinks the students gained valuable experiences from traveling to India and he was pleased with
the outcome of the essays and photographs.

“The class is dedicated to students learning about multicultural issues, about diversity, about cultures and
about architecture as well,” Aranha said. “And so, from reading their essays, | think their comments are

very thoughtful and | think they got a lot from the experience. It made them think about things that they

take for granted here, or think about things that maybe they've never thought about or see things in a dif-
ferent way. | think that was the benefit.”

The students read each other’s essays, looked at the photographs and shared their experi-

ences in India. Alejandra Cortes said she wrote in her essay that her time in India was “eye-

opening.”

“That’s the only thing | can think of when people ask me that,” said the senior architecture major from El Paso.
“Every aspect of the culture, like food, religion, the way people are, the way people act in public, it's completely
different. It's very humbling because people survive off of nothing. People would shower with dripping water.
They would eat stuff that you would never think of. They would sleep anywhere. It was very eye-opening and
humbling.”

Cortes said the trip was focused on India’s architecture and the detail was “10,000 times” more than that

of American architecture.

Before the trip, Aranha helped prepare the students with what to expect in India by showing movies

and assigning readings.

Vicente Carrasco, who had a panoramic photograph he took in Oroville, India on display in the exhibit, said
he was pretty prepared for the amount of poverty there, but the Indian people did not show any sadness be-
cause of it.

“The poverty doesn’t really show with the people,” said the junior architecture major from Midland.

“They’re extremely happy, extremely nice, they’re always willing and able to offer hospitality off the street.

It was really nice.”

However, Bryan Sablan, a junior architecture major from San Angelo, said the poverty did stand out, but the
people were always happy.

He recalled one of his peer’s essays and said Americans have a mindset of thinking their way is

the best way. The trip to India helped him better grasp a different way of living, he said.

“It's a whole new way of life,” he said. “It’s kind of opened my eyes that just because you're in India, in a
small, maybe third-world country, you don’t have to be sad, you don’t have to be depressed. Live with

what you got and the people there were so amazing.”
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STUDENT & FACULTY TEACHING
COLLABORATIONS

SPAIN WORKSHOP

Collaboration between Texas Tech University (TTU),
USA and Universidad de Sevilla, Escuela Técnica
Superior de Arquitectura (ETSA), SPAIN 2003 — 08

Program highlights

. TTU architecture students join U de S students in a joint two to five week design
workshop at Universidad de Sevilla Escuela Técnica Superior de Arquitectura
(ETSA), Seville, Spain

. Instruction of the workshop involves faculty from the College of Architecture,
TTU as well as ETSA

. Program also provides opportunities for U de S Faculty to teach for up to one

semester at TTU thereby gaining valuable teaching experience and
opportunities to pursue research interests in the USA

Engagement Outcomes

. Students work in groups on a given architectural design project

. Students have opportunities to engage in discussions about differences,
similarities and concerns on topics ranging from academics and professional
topics to social and cultural issues

. Students from TTU are exposed to some of the challenges as well as
opportunities of working in a foreign country, in a culture that is different from
their own and with peers who are knowledgeable in the subject, but not
always fluent in English and students get experience in confidence building
and communication skills required for cross cultural professional collaboration.
They also get to improve & practice language skills

. Students get to parficipate in social activities leading to mutual
understanding, respect and increased knowledge of each other’s culture
and customs

. TTU Students who do not participate in the study abroad program also
benefit from the coloration because of the opportunity to take a class at TTU
with visiting Spanish professors who participated in the program

. Opportunity for faculty to develop professional networks, improve pedagogy
and pursue research interests

MEXICO STUDIO

Collaboration between Texas Tech University (TTU)
USA and Universidad de las Americas Puebla,
(UDLAP) MEXICO 2003—ypresent

Program highlights

. At the beginning of the semester TTU students travel with a TTU professor to
Mexico for a ten day ‘field trip’ during which they work in teams with Mexican
students from UDLAP in Puebla to get to know an urban or architectural de-
sign opportunity in Mexico

. Team work helps both groups to quickly get to know and understand one an-
other professionally as well as socially while working together

. After the Mexico ‘field trip’ TTU and UDLAP students work separately on the
same  architectural or urban design problem at their own home campuses
in the USA and Mexico. During this tfime TTU and UDLAP students, who now
know one another, exchange ideas and information and review each others
progress via the internet

. At the end of the semester UDLAP students travel from Mexico to Lubbock
with their design studio professor. They bring along their design projects for a
joint presentation, exhibition and review of final design solutions from each
university

Engagement & Learning Benefits

. Each group has the opportunity to learn from each other’'s approach to the
problem and have the opportunity to debate he strategies used in the pro-
posed solutions

. Discussions revolve around how students playing the role of ‘foreign consult-
ants’ (TTU) with limited exposure to Mexico are and the ‘local ex-
perts’ (UDLAP) who are familiar with their environment have addressed the
problem and vice versa.

. The review and final exhibit of work from TTU and UDLAP students is also bene-
ficial to TTU architecture students who do not take this class also benefit be-
cause they are able to participate in the discussions and view the exhibition
of the joint design studio work during the end of semester review in Lubbock

. The collaboration provides opportunities for students to practice language
skills, interact socially, converse as professionals, engage in discussions about
cross cultural issues and to form friendships

. The collaboration allows faculty from both institutions to work as together as
colleagues and to learn from one another as well as to pursue research inter-
esfs

. The review at the end of the semester gives the visiting UDLAP faculty oppor-
tunities to participate in end of semester design reviews of other design
classes at TTU while they are on the TTU campus
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INDIA SEMINAR

“India from an Architectural Point of View”

A global engagement & learning experience
through a seminar & study tour in collaboration with
the Ral Foundation, an educational & philanthropic
organization in New Delhi, India, 2010, 11, 12

Highlights of the program

. Semester long seminar on Campus followed by a two week long study tour to
India

. Students learn about the multiple religions, cultures and societies of the Indian
Sub Continent

. Students have opportunities to hear lectures and engage in discussions and
conversations with professional architects, professors and community leaders in
India

. The cost of the trip to India is more affordable to students because some
lodging, ground transportation and meals are provided by the Rai Foundation
which hosts the group

. Students engage in observing and discussing architectural, urban & global
issues such as housing for the poor, congested cities and sustainable building
design

. Upon return from India students write a REFLECTIVE ESSAY about their learning
experience

Engagement & Boundary Spanning benefits to students

. The experience of traveling in India for two weeks helps students to be more
accepting and appreciative of the ‘other’ while also getting to an intfroduction
to the multi-cultural, multi-ethnic, multi- religious and culturally diverse country
that is India.

. Students visit of some of the world‘s most amazing buildings and also gain
personal exposure to life in the second most populous country and the largest
democracy on earth

. Student experiences revealed through their reflective essays after returning
from India
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COLLABORATION, BOUNDARY
SPANNING
and GLOBAL ENGAGEMENT

through
FULBRIGHT GRANTS

Global Enhgagement & Learning
through participation in Fulbright
Teaching & Research Grants
(Zimbabwe/ Ethiopia/ Indiq)

| have had the privilege of being awarded three separate Fulbright Grants
which have been excellent occasions to work and do research Qcross
contfinents and international boundaries.

2000

Fulbright grant to teach and research traditional architecture at
National University of Science and Technology (NUST) Bulawayo,
Zimbabwe.

2008

Fulbright grant to teach , research & document traditional dwellings and
settlements at Mekele University, Mekele, Ethiopia.

2011

Fulbright Specialist grant to lecture and conduct a six week long
architectural design workshop * Rural studio”, at Karpagam University,
Coimbatore, India.

Global engagement experiences

. Sharing and exchanging of knowledge and expertise with students, faculty,
communities and professionals in other parts of world through teaching,
invited public lectures, discussions and professional meetings.

. Sharing and dissemination of knowledge gained from these tfeaching
experiences and field research studies via photography exhibits (USA,
Thailand, India, Lebanon) lectures (USA, Spain, South Africa, India, Vietham,
Laos, Mexico, Malaysia, etc) and papers (in the USA, Egypt, UAE, Tunisiq,
UK, Hong Kong, Canada and many other countries.

July 11, 2011
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